
 Fall Branch School dates back to 1842. 
Students came from other counties and 
states to come to school here. They had to 
hold school in churches when it closed 
down after the close of the Civil War. It 
then went to a four-room school building, 
then a county high school. After that, the 
school went through many modernizations 
then to a middle school in the 1970s. Which 
is now the wonderful school that you 
attend.
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Mr. Merriman: The 
Principal With  All of 
the   Answers:

YoDA provides Fall 
Branch with most 
necessary materials.

YoDA (Youth Development Association) is a 
school program that supplies our school. 
YoDA is a school support organization and 
as a school support organization is vital to 
providing students and teachers with the 
materials, programs, and resources for a 
successful school community. YoDA has 
donated over 41,000 dollars since it was 
founded. This money has gone toward 
everything from picnic tables, to online 
programs, and even providing EPIC! 
celebrations or field trips.

       Mr. Merriman is the principal here at Fall 
Branch School. The news staff has asked him a 
few questions to see his take about your very 
own, Fall Branch School.

Q: How do you feel about the TCAP scores?

A: I think that our school is continuing to move 
in the right direction and that we will see more 
and more progress.

Q: Do you think that the school will close down 
in the next few years?

A: I think that this school has many years left 
as long as there are eager students, 
hard-working teachers, and a supportive 
community.

Q: Is there a reason that the students are so 
close at Fall Branch as compared to other 
schools?

A: Fall Branch is more of a community school 
than any other school in Washington County.

In the end, we can look at Mr. Merriman as an 
example of a great leader in the Fall Branch 
community. He is a great role model for the 
upcoming students of Fall Branch School.

The History of 
Fall Branch 
School

August-October



Sports
Football 

How do you feel about having to 
share the team with so many 
other schools?

Tyler: It is different but it is 
reasonable because we only 
have only 4 people from Fall 
Branch who are playing on the 
team.        

Jake: It is necessary to share the 
team with other schools 
because there are only 4 football 
players at Fall Branch.
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Cheer
How do you feel having to share cheers 
with other schools? Have you changed 
any of the cheers?
Alyssa-1. It is not that bad but it is not 
very good when there is an awkward 
silence in between 
cheers and they leave us out of dances.
2. I don’t think we changed any but we 
added a lot.
Grace:1. I think it’s okay because at 
games sometimes we can do a cheer 
together.
2. Yes, we have changed a few cheers.
Gabbie: 1. I feel okay about it. The 
moves are different for every squad so 
it’s a variety of what you will see from 
each squad.
2. For the most part no, but we have 
had to work out some things.

VolleyBall 
It has been a struggle this year for the Fall Branch 

volleyball team to find players. There were no returning 
players and players this year had no volleyball experience 
at the school. They had to settle with 6 players which is 
just enough to be on the court. The news team interviewed 
two players from this team as well as the coach and asked 
them, “What are some of the obstacles your team has faced 
this year and how have they affected the team?”Railey 
Quillen responded,” We’ve had some collisions. Not 
communicating is part of the problem. Not cooperating 
with each other to set up plays.”  Bella Ferguson 
responded, “We had a rough time finding people to be on 
the team especially people with experience, it has affected 
us because with a disadvantage of only 6 players so, we 
need to work harder to achieve our goals.” The coach Mrs. 
Teresa Mannering responded, ”This volleyball year has 
been a big challenge. There are three levels in middle 
school ball. J.V. or Junior Varsity is the first year played. It 
is known as the “the learning year”. This is where you 
learn fundamentals or basic skills. You get to play against 
other girls on your same skill level. The second year can go 
either way. You would remain on J.V. if you haven’t quite 
mastered the skills yet. The Varsity team is made up of 
third-year “seasoned” players and second-year advanced 
players. Unfortunately, we did not have enough players 
last season to have a J.V. team. This hurt us for this year! 
All of our players are in the first year. This is actually their 
“ J.V.”  year but due to the fact we did not have any 
returning players, these girls had to play as our Varsity 
team. It is truly not fair to them because they are going up 
against advanced Varsity players. This is like comparing 
apples to oranges. Both are good in their own way but they 
are not the same. Our players are still learning but from 
appearances are expected to be on the third year level and 
it is just not going to happen.”     
        They went through some obstacles to get there but the 
Lady Cardinals are having a good season.

Cross Country
The cross country team this year have their own team to represent the Fall Branch School. 

We asked them, “How do you prepare for a meet?” Dustin Harmon 
answered, “We run, run, run, and run.” The coach, Mrs. Theresa Aubrey answered, “The 
student-athletes run. They run between 2 to 3 miles every day. By the time they run their warm-up 
laps and then they run 2 miles, then a cool down. They also do hill sprints. They also have to do a 
lot of stretching.” Sounds like the Cardinal Cross Country team has to put in a lot of hard work to 
achieve their goal.



Yearbook 
Sales
The book that shows school 
pictures, superlatives, and all of the 
memories from the school year. 
Fall Branch yearbooks are on sale 
right now and you can get your own 
for $35. They will be on the market 
until October 26th. This means that 
you need to get your yearbook 
before it is too late! 
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Events

Book Fair
Bring on the books at Fall Branch 
School! The Scholastic Book Fair is 
coming to Fall Branch School on 
October 22nd. There are book 
choices for kindergarten through 
eighth grade.  Come to the Book 
Fair and get to reading!

Reading Night
Join us on Thursday, October 25 
from 6 PM to 8 PM for our “FBS 
Camp-Read-A-Lot” Reading Night! 
Students and families will visit 
classrooms and have fun with 
reading activities. This will include: 
games, literacy reading dogs, glow 
in the dark reading, community 
readers, the Book Fair as well as 
many other literacy stations. There 
will be hot dogs, chips and a drink 
for everyone!

Fall Break & 
Report Cards

Fall Break starts on October 5th 
and Fall Break ends on the 15th. 
Our report cards will be sent out on 
the 16th.

The seventh and eighth grades are going 
on a trip to Washington D.C at the end of 
the school year. To raise money for their 
trip, they will be selling fruit. This sale 
starts October 22nd. If you would like to 
buy the fruit, your chance to get it is 
coming up.

Fruit Sale
 President 
Trump Comes 
to Tri-Cities
President Donald Trump came to 
the Tri-Cities.They had a ceremony 
to celebrate.



Games

Riddles:
What can you fill a room up with that takes up 
no space?

 I have a face but no eyes, hands but no arms. 
What am I?

I have forests but no trees.
I have lakes but no water.
I have roads but no cars.
What Am I?

A: Light

A: Clock

Start

Finish

Start

Finish

A: Map
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Comics

Garfield
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This newspaper was brought to you by 8th 
graders: Joseph (Jose’)  Lawson, Rowan 
Kennedy, Alyssa Sears and Markus 
Keplinger. Seventh grader, Tyler Russell, and 
Sixth grader, Bella Ferguson. It was advised 
by Mrs. Holly Moffitt. 

Note from the editors: We have worked this 
nine weeks to bring you the Cardinal 
Chronicle. The newspaper staff hopes that 
you enjoy reading this and may you have a 
great rest of the school year! 
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